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BIAP Recommendation 09/5 Annex: 

Detection of risk factors 

 

Foreword 

This document presents a Recommendation by the International Bureau for Audiophonology 
BIAP.  

A BIAP Recommendation provides a reference standard for conducting an audiological or 
phonological intervention that represents, to the best knowledge of BIAP, the evidence base 
and good practice concerning the stated methodology and scope of the document at the 
time of publication. 

Although care has been taken in preparing the information supplied, BIAP does not and 
cannot guarantee its interpretation or application. BIAP cannot be held liable for any errors 
or omissions, and BIAP accepts no liability whatsoever for any loss or damage howsoever 
arising. This document shall be effective until superseded or withdrawn by BIAP. 

Comments on this document are welcome and should be sent to the Secretary General of 
the International Bureau for Audiophonology BIAP. The address can be found on the BIAP 
website at www.biap.org.  

 

Introduction 

In most countries, there is no precise legislation how the ear impression-taking process 
should take place. Therefore, the BIAP would like to make a recommendation on this 
subject. Although such an impression appears to be harmless in practice, it presents 
considerable risks. 

 

Recommendation 

Absolute and temporary contraindications for an ear impression 

• Infection or inflammation of the outer ear 

• Acute inflammation of the middle ear (otitis media) 

• Ear wax (cerumen) plug or over-production 

• Foreign body/parts in the external auditory canal 

• Blood in the external auditory canal 

• A recently carried out otological surgery 

 

Relative contraindications 

• Inflammation of the middle ear 

• Presence of a ventilation tube in the eardrum (tympanostomy tube) 

• Perforation (fissure) of the eardrum 

• Cicatrization of the eardrum after tympanoplasty 

• Removal of the mastoid process (mastoidectomy) 

http://www.biap.org/
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• Exostoses of the external auditory canal 

• Skin diseases of the external auditory canal 

 

If necessary, seek medical advice. 

 

The following complications may occur during the performance of an ear impression-
taking: 

• It is not possible to remove the ear impression in a pleasant way / without pain 

• Barotrauma and alternobolar dizziness 

• Constipation by ear wax (cerumen) 

• Hematoma in the auditory canal or on the eardrum 

• Perforation of the eardrum 

• Traumatic perforation of the eardrum with perilymphatic fistula 

• Postoperative complications following a recent otological surgery 

• Skin irritation 

• Insertion of impression material into the middle ear 

______________________________ 
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This recommendation was created and approved in multidisciplinary cooperation 
between professionals of all audiophonologic disciplines, which are medicine, 
pedagogy, speech therapy, psychology and hearing instrument audiology.  

The original language of this document is French. 

BIAP authorizes the publication of documents available on its website but forbids any 
modification of their contents. 
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This recommendation and its annex were compiled in accordance with the technical 

commissions 06 hearing aids and 29 tinnitus. 


